Light on the Lessons

Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

First Sunday after Christmas; Cycle B; January 1, 2012
I Getting Started


1. “Everybody and everything is capable of making a new start.” What do you think of that statement?


2. Which of the following do you tend to address more informally in your prayers: the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit?


3. If you have raised children, how much importance did you place on teaching them wisdom? (And what was your concept of wisdom?)

II Check the Texts

1. Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3

Isaiah 61:10-11 were also part of the First Lesson for the Third Sunday in Advent. The prophet is addressing those who returned from Exile to rebuild, only to find the task more trying than they had imaged.


A. Go back to study verses 8-9. Who speaks here? What word do you think describes the content of these two verses? Now read verses 10-11. Who speaks? How would you describe the content and style of these two verses? What they is the relationship between verse 8-9 and 10-11?


B. Read Ephesians 13-17 and Matthew 22:1-14. How do these passages utilize similar imagery as that used in verse 10?


C. Verse 11 intends to give assurance to the returnees that God will bless their restoration. How does the image chosen convey assurance? How did Jesus use similar imagery in Mark 4:1-9? What will be the outcome of God’s blessings on those who were rebuilding Jerusalem?


D. Who do you think speaks in 62:1-3? What are some ways for the speaker not to keep silent? (Check Jeremiah 11-12 and Genesis 20:7; what is this form of speech used by the prophets?) What do you think would be the general tone of what the speaker would say – condemning sin, offering hope, giving assurances about God’s promises, or something else?


E. What do you think is the significance of “a new name” in verse 62:2b? (Clue: Check Genesis 17:3-5, Jeremiah 33:15-16, and Ezekiel 48:35; consider what is common to each passage.) Read 62:4, where the name changes are noted. What is the general tone of the shift from old names to new names?


F. Based on this passage, how do you think the prophet view the mission of the restored Jerusalem?

2. Galatians 4:4-7

In Aramaic, the language Jesus spoke, “Abba” was the informal term for father that a child might use, something like our “Daddy.”


A. Read verses 1-3 as well, to get the sense of the whole passage. In verse 1, to whom does Paul refer by the term “minor”? By “heir”? What is the basic contrast Paul draws in this passage?


B. In verse 3, what do you think the “us” and “we” includes? “Elemental spirits” (Greek: stoicheia) can have two meanings; see Colossians 2:8 and Hebrews 5:12 for an example of each meaning. Which meaning do you think fits here best?


C. Read Mark 1:15 and Ephesians 1:8b-10. What do you think “fullness of time” means, in verse 4? What is the significance of the statements “born of a woman” and “born under the law”? 


D. In verse 5, what is the purpose of the phrase “in order to”? What did the Son accomplish for us? +Because of what the Son did, how has our status changed? What is the significance of the contrast between those “enslaved” or slaves (verse 3) and “children” (verse 5b)? What verse best summarizes the force of this contrast?


E. What does the use of “Abba” say about our new relationship with the Father? Who empowers us to say these words? What connection does Romans 8:26-27 have with verse 6? 


F. Read Romans 8:12-17. What parallels do you find with our Galatians passage?

3. Luke 2:22-40


A. Read also verse 21. Compare verses 21-24 with the law as stated in Leviticus 12:1-8. What two elements in the law are specifically mentioned by Luke? What does their sacrifice in verse 24 tell us about the Holy Family’s situation? The quotation in verse 23 comes from Exodus 13:1-2. How does that quotation help interpret Luke 1:35, studied last week for the Fourth Sunday in Advent? In Leviticus 12, what is the difference in the unclean period when birthing a girl? What does that suggest? Since Mary and Joseph were together, where must this incident have taken place?


B. What do you think is the meaning of “consolation of Israel,” verse 25, and “redemption of Jerusalem,” verse 38? (Clue: check verse 26) What is the role of the Holy Spirit in this passage?


C. In Simeon’s song (the Nunc Dimittis), what is the meaning behind verse 29? How could he “see” salvation? What phrase in this song is drawn from Isaiah 40:5 (also quoted in Luke3:6)? What phrase in the song is related to the thought in Isaiah 49:6? In the logic of Isaiah 49:6  and Simeon’s song, what constitutes the “glory” of Israel?


D. In verse 34, what is Simeon predicting about the child’s future? Verse 35b was spoken to Mary; how was it fulfilled?


E. What are some parallels between Simeon and Anna?


F. Verse 39 is the basis for a statement Paul made in our Second Lesson. What is that statement? Read Luke 1:80 and 1 Samuel 2:26. About whom do each of these verses speak? What verse in our lesson do they parallel? 

III What Does It All Mean?


1. How have you experienced God’s activity in your life this Christmas season?


2. The Christmas season doesn’t end on December 25; it only begins, to continue until Epiphany, January 6. How will you keep Christmas alive for the full Twelve Days?


3. In troubled and confused times like ours, how do you keep your confidence that God’s promises are true?


4. What about your faith does the Christmas season especially enrich?


5. Share some ways in which you and your faith have grown, become stronger, and deepened in wisdom


6. As the people of the Prince of Peace, how can we work for peace? 

IV Into the Week


1. You go home and someone asks, “What did you learn today?” How do you reply?


2. Try beginning your prayers with “Abba,” instead of something like “Dear Heavenly Father.”
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