Light on the Lessons

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany; Cycle B; January 15, 2012
I Getting Started


1. What do you think of when you hear the phrase “called by God”?


2. How do you understand the connection between faith and morality?


3. What examples can you give of people being undervalued because of where they came from?

II Check the Texts

1. 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]

1 Samuel 1 – 3 contains stories of the sanctuary at Shiloh, which was very prominent before all religious activity was centralized in Jerusalem. At that time, this sanctuary, led by the priest Eli, housed the ark. This study covers verses 1-20.


A. Verse 1 neatly sets the stage for the story. What does it suggest about Samuel’s relation to Eli? What does it tell us about the spiritual conditions at the time?


B. Verse 3 gives a clue about the time when this took place. At what time does it suggest that Samuel heard the LORD? (Clue: Check Exodus 27:20-21)


C. How do you understand the meaning of verse 7? `How many times did the LORD speak before Samuel recognized that it was the LORD? Who first understood what was happening? Why would Samuel not understand what was happening? (Clue: Check verse 1)


D. Compare verses 11-14 with 2:27-36. What is the core message of both passages? Who gives the message in chapter 2? (On the behavior of the sons, see 2:12-14, 22.) What possible inconsistency do you find between 3:14 and 2:23-25) 


E. Why would Samuel fear to tell Eli, verse 15b? What was Eli’s  reaction to the news? 


F. Note that Hannah was Samuel’s mother and that, according to Jewish tradition, Samuel was age 12 when he experienced his vision in the sanctuary. Now read Luke 2:42 and compare Luke 1:46-55 with 1 Samuel 2:1-10 and Luke 2:52 with 1 Samuel 2:26. What does this study suggest to you?

2. 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Paul’s letters to the Corinthians were written in response to letters from the congregation in which they raised some issues. The city of Corinth had a very racy reputation.


A. What do you think the quotation marks in verses 12-13 indicate? (Clue: Remember Paul wrote in response to a letter received.) Do the quotations generally reflect Paul’s views? (Clue: Check 1 Corinthians 10:23-33) What is the issue in verses 12-13? What is the issue in the overall passage? How do you think verse 12-13 relate to the overall argument? 


B. Read these passages and tell how they relate to the lesson we are studying: a. Genesis 2:22-24, and in 1 Corinthians, b. 3:16, c. 12:12-14, d. 15:3, and e. 15:4.


C. Read Mark 10:6-9. What is the subject Jesus discusses? To what relationship does Paul extend the same argument? What does Paul add here that Jesus did not mention? What clues does this give you as to how the early Christians viewed sex? 


D. What in this lesson accents the physical side of our being, our bodily flesh? 

3. John 1:43-51

Nathanael is only mentioned in this lesson and in John 21:2. 


A. Read John 1:35-42. Who is responsible for Jesus’ first two disciples? How does this contrast with the calling of the disciples in the other three Gospels? Who brought Simon Peter into the circle? What does the thrice-repeat phrases “…which [is] translated…” suggest to you? 


B. In verses 43-51, who initiates the call to discipleship? Who brought the news to Nathanael? How would you describe the way the disciples were called, in verses 35-51? What implications does that have for us today?


C. Where was Nathanael from? (Clue: See John 21:2) What is significant about that town for John’s telling of Jesus’ ministry? (Clue: Check John 2:1-11) Why do you suppose he made the comment he did in verse 46a?


D. John uses a lot of symbolism in his Gospel. How does Jesus describe Nathanael in verse 47? What might he have meant by that? (Clue: Check Genesis 27:34-36 and 32:28) What might be the significance of the fig tree, verses 48 and 50? (Clue: Check Zechariah 3:9-10 and Micah 4:3-4) Where is the imagery in Genesis 28:10-12 and Mark 13:26-27 reflect in our Gospel lesson?


E. The first chapter of John has a date scheme which relates to John 1:1-3. Using “the next day” as your clue, count the days from 1:19-45. Then on what day does Jesus’ first “sign” or miracle occur at the Cana wedding, verse 2:1? What significance do you find in this number of days? 

II What Does It All Mean?


1. How have you experienced God’s activity in your life this week?


2. “Discernment,” perceiving what God calls us to do in contrast to what we want to do, is a crucial spiritual skill. It’s the ability to discern God’s voice in the babble about us. How do you handle it? How do you determine what God does or does not want you to do with your life?


3. Why is it so difficult to tell the truth to someone if it will cause them hurt or pain? What is the value of truth-telling? How can we be sure that we are actually telling The Truth rather than our own version of the truth? What are some ways to help other accept unpalatable truths about themselves?


4. Some key denominations are wrestling with issues around sexuality. In what ways does the Christian faith support and encourage sexuality, in your view? What do you see as the limits our faith places on sexual activity?


5. What might the image of our bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit suggest about diet, exercise, and other health programs?

IV Into the Week


1. You go home and someone asks, “What did you learn today?” How do you reply?


2. Someone whom you know could profit from a relationship with Jesus, or perhaps a deepened relationship. Identify such a person and plan, with prayer, how to reach them. 
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