Light on the Lessons

2 Kings 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9

The Transfiguration of Our Lord (Last Sunday after the Epiphany); Cycle B; February 19, 2012
Participant Resources

I Getting Started


1. Talk about someone who has been a mentor, guide, or inspiration for your life. What did he or she give you?


2. In this past week, where is one place that you have seen “God’s light,” a sign of hope?


3. How do you “listen to Jesus”? What is he saying to you?

II Check the Texts

1. 2 Kings 2:1-12

Only Enoch (Genesis 5:24) and Elijah were worthy enough to be taken directly to heaven without first dying. That fact encouraged later speculation about their roles in God’s ultimate plan. Elisha was the younger “junior partner” of the notable prophet Elijah. A mantle is the outer cloak worn over a tunic.


A. Review the call of Elisha. Read 1 Kings 19:11-18. What is the instruction from the LORD about Elisha? In verses 19-21, how did Elijah signal his call to Elisha? What did the mantle symbolize? What was Elisha’s response?


B. Check Job 38:1, Jeremiah 23:19, and Zechariah 9:14. What imagery in these passages also appears in our lesson? What do you think that imagery represents? 


C. How do you think verses 3 and 5 illuminates Elisha’s actions in verses 2b, 4b, and 6b? What does this suggest to you about Elisha’s relationship with Elijah?


D. Compare verses 2-3, 4-5, and 6-7. How similar are they in literary form? Why do you think this is so? What do they tell you about the prophets in that time? Check 1 Samuel 10:5; what does that verse tell you about the prophets?


E. Of what does the action in verse 8 remind you? Why might the writer have included it? Compare Elisha’s request in verse 9 with Deuteronomy 21:15-17; for what is Elisha really asking? In verse 10, why do you think Elijah gave this instruction? How does it relate to 1 Kings 19:16?


F. Look at later traditions about Elijah. Read Malachi 3:1-2. What is the messengers function? With whom does Malachi 4:5 identify the messenger? What identification do Matthew 11:17-15 and Mark 6:14-15 make?

2. 2 Corinthians 4:3-6


A. Consider this reading as beginning with verse 1. What does verse 1 suggest about Paul’s situation? How does verse 2 recall Paul protest in last week’s Second Lesson (2 Corinthians 1:18-22, especially verse 19)?


B. “Veiled” in verse 3 is likely an enigmatic reference to an accusation from Paul’s enemies at Corinth. How do you think they felt that Paul veiled his message? How does Paul state his intentions in 1 Corinthians 4:6? 


C. Paul earlier used “veil” as a metaphor; read 2 Corinthians 3:12-18. Which use of “veil” is literal and which uses are metaphorical? What does the metaphorical “veil” stand for? In 4:4, who causes this “veiling”?


D. How does Colossians 1:15-16 illuminate 4:4? How does 3:18 connect us to this idea? What other great event does this idea (and verse 6) bring to mind? (Clue: Check Genesis 1:26) How does 2 Corinthians 5:17 interpret this connection?

3. Mark 9:2-9

The Transfiguration also appears in Matthew 17:1-9 and Luke 9:28-36. In Mark’s outline, the first 8 chapters tell about Jesus successful ministry to the crowds in Galilee, then the mood changes dramatically as he moves toward Jerusalem. For him, the Transfiguration marked the turning point in Jesus’ ministry.


A. Based on your study of the First Lesson, why does Elijah appear? Read Exodus 24:12-18. What similarities and differences to the Transfiguration do you find? Why do you think Moses appeared at the Transfiguration? What does the appearance of both together suggest? (Clue: Think what type of ministry each represents) What does the dazzling white suggest? (Clue: Check Revelation 7:9-10)


B. What is the unusually precise time reference in 9:2? Go back to 8:27, when this time period probably began. Give titles to each of the three incidents leading up to the Transfiguration: 8:27-30, 8:31-33, and 8:34-9:1. What is the basic thrust of this teaching? In this context, what might have been the purpose of the Transfiguration?


C. Why do you think Peter wanted to make three booths or tent-like dwellings? What connection and relationship can you find between Mark 1:9-11 and 9:2-9? 


D. How does Matthew have Jesus describe this experience in 17:9? How would you describe the nature of this experience: something real, a spiritual insight, a mystical vision, or what?


E. Read Mark 9:9-13. What puzzlement did this inner core of three disciples still wonder about? With whom do you think Jesus identified Elijah? A teaser: With which word in verse 8:31 would you associate “How then it is written…” in 9:12b? (Clue: Think divine necessity)

III What Does It All Mean?


1. How have you experienced God’s activity in your life this week? How have you or someone you know experienced God’s “transfiguring” or “transforming” power?


2. Who have been “spiritual mentors” in your faith life?


3. A church sign reads, “A Christian is someone who makes it easier for another person to believe in God.” What do you think that means? In what ways to we sometimes “veil” or obscure the Good News in Jesus?


4. Paul said that Jesus’ light “shone in our hearts.” To what extent does Paul’s phrase fit your experience with Jesus?


5. Many Christians have “mountain top” experiences in worship, on retreats, or in other settings. What are the basic values of these experiences? 


6. How might we think of our baptism as a transfiguration?

V Into the Week


1. You go home and someone asks, “What did you learn today?” How do you reply?


2. Think of someone who is experiencing “darkness” in their life. What could you do or say this week to bring some “light” to their life? 


3. Pray daily for world peace.
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