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FIRST READING: Numbers 21:4b-9





	4The Israelites had to go around the territory of Edom, so when they left Mount Hor, they headed south toward the Red Sea. But along the way, the people became so impatient 5that they complained against God and said to Moses, "Did you bring us out of Egypt, just to let us die in the desert? There's no water out here, and we can't stand this awful food!" �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"�6Then the LORD sent poisonous snakes that bit and killed many of them. �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"�7Some of the people went to Moses and admitted, "It was wrong of us to insult you and the LORD. Now please ask him to make these snakes go away."��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"�Moses prayed, 8and the LORD answered, "Make a snake out of bronze and place it on top of a pole. Anyone who gets bitten can look at the snake and won't die." �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"�9Moses obeyed the LORD. And all of those who looked at the bronze snake lived, even though they had been bitten by the poisonous snakes. 








PSALMODY: Psalm 98:1-4





1Sing a new song to the LORD! He has worked miracles, ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"�and with his own powerful arm, �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�he has won the victory. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�2The LORD has shown the nations �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�that he has the power to save and to bring justice. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�3God has been faithful in his love for Israel, �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�and his saving power is seen everywhere on earth.���INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�4Tell everyone on this earth �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�to sing happy songs in praise of the LORD. 








ALTERNATIVE PSALMODY: Psalm 78:1-2, 34-38





1My friends, I beg you to listen as I teach. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�2I will give instruction �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�and explain the mystery of what happened long ago. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"���INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�34After he killed some of them, �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�the others turned to him with all their hearts. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�35They remembered God Most High, �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�the mighty rock that kept them safe. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�36But they tried to flatter God, and they told him lies; �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear12.gif"�37�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear16.gif"�they were unfaithful and broke their promises.���INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"�38Yet God was kind. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"�He kept forgiving their sins and didn't destroy them. �	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�He often became angry, but never lost his temper. �





SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-24





	18The message about the cross doesn't make any sense to lost people. But for those of us who are being saved, it is God's power at work. 19As God says in the Scriptures, 


�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"�"I will destroy the wisdom of all who claim to be wise. ��INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"�I will confuse those who think they know so much." 


	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"�20What happened to those wise people? What happened to those experts in the Scriptures? What happened to the ones who think they have all the answers? Didn't God show that the wisdom of this world is foolish? 21God was wise and decided not to let the people of this world use their wisdom to learn about him.�	�INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"�Instead, God chose to save only those who believe the foolish message we preach. 22Jews ask for miracles, and Greeks want something that sounds wise. 23But we preach that Christ was nailed to a cross. Most Jews have problems with this, and most Gentiles think it is foolish. 24Our message is God's power and wisdom for the Jews and the Greeks that he has chosen. 








GOSPEL: John 3:13-17





	13No one has gone up to heaven except the Son of Man, who came down from there. 14And the Son of Man must be lifted up, just as that metal snake was lifted up by Moses in the desert. 15Then everyone who has faith in the Son of Man will have eternal life. �	16God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. 17God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them! 


