Readings for Revised Common Lectionary, Cycle ABC

From Contemporary English Version © 1995, American Bible Society. Used with permission.

Prepared by Lutheran Bible Ministries (www.bibleministries.org)

September 21

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 2:8 – 3:11

8Ezekiel, don't rebel against me, as they have done. Instead, listen to everything I tell you.
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"And now, Ezekiel, open your mouth and eat what I am going to give you. 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"9Just then, I saw a hand stretched out toward me. And in it was a scroll. 10The hand opened the scroll, and both sides of it were filled with words of sadness, mourning, and grief. 

The LORD said, "Ezekiel, son of man, after you eat this scroll, go speak to the people of Israel." 

3:INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"2-3He handed me the scroll and said, "Eat this and fill up on it." So I ate the scroll, and it tasted sweet as honey. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"4The LORD said: 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"Ezekiel, I am sending you to your own people. 5-6They are Israelites, not some strangers who speak a foreign language you can't understand. If I were to send you to foreign nations, they would listen to you. 7But the people of Israel will refuse to listen, because they have refused to listen to me. All of them are stubborn and hardheaded, 8so I will make you as stubborn as they are. 9You will be so determined to speak my message that nothing will stop you. I will make you hard like a diamond, and you'll have no reason to be afraid of those arrogant rebels.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"10Listen carefully to everything I say and then think about it. 11Then go to the people who were brought here to Babylonia with you and tell them you have a message from me, the LORD God. Do this, whether they listen to you or not.

PSALMODY: Psalm 119:34-40
33Point out your rules to me, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and I won't disobey even one of them. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"34Help me to understand your Law; 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"I promise to obey it with all my heart. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"35Direct me by your commands! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"I love to do what you say. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"36Make me want to obey you, rather than to be rich. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"37Take away my foolish desires, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and let me find life by walking with you. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"38I am your servant! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Do for me what you promised to those who worship you. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"39Your wonderful teachings protect me from the insults 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"that I hate so much. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"40I long for your teachings. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Be true to yourself and let me live.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:4-10


4-5But God was merciful! We were dead because of our sins, but God loved us so much that he made us alive with Christ, and God's wonderful kindness is what saves you. 6God raised us from death to life with Christ Jesus, and he has given us a place beside Christ in heaven. 7God did this so that in the future world he could show how truly good and kind he is to us because of what Christ Jesus has done. 8You were saved by faith in God, who treats us much better than we deserve. This is God's gift to you, and not anything you have done on your own. 9It isn't something you have earned, so there is nothing you can brag about. 10God planned for us to do good things and to live as he has always wanted us to live. That's why he sent Christ to make us what we are. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13


9As Jesus was leaving, he saw a tax collector named Matthew sitting at the place for paying taxes. Jesus said to him, "Come with me." Matthew got up and went with him. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"10Later, Jesus and his disciples were having dinner at Matthew's house. Many tax collectors and other sinners were also there. 11Some Pharisees asked Jesus' disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and other sinners?" 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"12Jesus heard them and answered, "Healthy people don't need a doctor, but sick people do. 13Go and learn what the Scriptures mean when they say, 'Instead of offering sacrifices to me, I want you to be merciful to others.' I didn't come to invite good people to be my followers. I came to invite sinners." 

