Readings for Revised Common Lectionary, Cycle A-B-C

From Contemporary English Version © 1995, American Bible Society. Used with permission.

Prepared by Lutheran Bible Ministries (www.bibleministries.org)

August 15

Mary, Mother of Our Lord 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:7-11

7They were terribly insulted and horribly mistreated; 
[image: image1.wmf]now they will be greatly blessed and joyful forever. 

[image: image2.wmf] 8I, the LORD, love justice! 
[image: image3.wmf]But I hate robbery and injustice. 
[image: image4.wmf]My people, I solemnly promise to reward you 
[image: image5.wmf]with an eternal agreement. 
[image: image6.wmf] 9Your descendants will be known in every nation. 
[image: image7.wmf]All who see them will realize 
[image: image8.wmf]that they have been blessed, by me, the LORD. 

[image: image9.wmf] 10I celebrate and shout because of my LORD God. 
[image: image10.wmf]His saving power and justice 
[image: image11.wmf]are the very clothes I wear. 
[image: image12.wmf]They are more beautiful than the jewelry worn 
[image: image13.wmf]by a bride or a groom. 
[image: image14.wmf] 11The LORD will bring about justice and praise 
[image: image15.wmf]in every nation on earth, 
[image: image16.wmf]like flowers blooming in a garden. 
PSALMODY: Psalm 45:10-15

10Bride of the king, listen carefully to me. 
[image: image17.wmf]Forget your own people and your father's family. 
[image: image18.wmf]11The king is your husband, so do what he desires. 
[image: image19.wmf]12All of the richest people from the city of Tyre 
[image: image20.wmf]will try to influence you 13with precious treasures.

[image: image21.wmf]Your bride, my king, has inward beauty, 
[image: image22.wmf]and her wedding gown is woven with threads of gold. 
[image: image23.wmf]14Wearing the finest garments, she is brought to you, 
[image: image24.wmf]followed by her young friends, the bridesmaids. 
[image: image25.wmf]15Everyone is excited, 
[image: image26.wmf]as they follow you to the royal palace.
SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7

4But when the time was right, God sent his Son, and a woman gave birth to him. His Son obeyed the Law, 5so he could set us free from the Law, and we could become God's children. 6Now that we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts. And his Spirit tells us that God is our Father. 7You are no longer slaves. You are God's children, and you will be given what he has promised. 

GOSPEL: Luke 1:46-55

46Mary said: 

With all my heart I praise the Lord, 

47and I am glad because of God my Savior. 

48He cares for me, his humble servant. 

From now on, all people will say 

God has blessed me. 

49God All-Powerful has done great things for me, 

and his name is holy. 

50He always shows mercy 

to everyone who worships him. 

51The Lord has used his powerful arm 

to scatter those who are proud. 

52He drags strong rulers from their thrones 

and puts humble people in places of power. 

53God gives the hungry good things to eat, 

and sends the rich away 

with nothing. 

54He helps his servant Israel 

and is always merciful to his people. 

55The Lord made this promise to our ancestors, 

to Abraham and his family forever!

