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August 24
Bartholomew, Apostle

FIRST READING: Exodus 19:1-6


1-2The Israelites left Rephidim. Then two months after leaving Egypt, they arrived at the desert near Mount Sinai, where they set up camp at the foot of the mountain. 

3Moses went up the mountain to meet with the LORD God, who told him to say to the people: 

4You saw what I did in Egypt, and you know how I brought you here to me, just as a mighty eagle carries its young. 5Now if you will faithfully obey me, you will be my very own people. The whole world is mine, 6but you will be my holy nation and serve me as priests.

Moses, that is what you must tell the Israelites.

PSALMODY: Psalm 12
1Please help me, LORD! All who were faithful 

while everyone praises their shameless deeds.
8But all who are wicked will keep on strutting, 

and always keep us safe from those people. 
7You will protect us 

heated seven times in a fiery furnace. 
and your word is like silver 

6Our LORD, you are true to your promises, 
I'll rescue all who suffer."

The poor are mistreated and helpless people moan. 

5But you, LORD, tell them, "I will do something! 
No one else has a chance."

4They say to themselves, "We are great speakers. 

that brag so loudly? 
3Won't you chop off all flattering tongues 

2Everyone tells lies, and no one is sincere. 
and all who were loyal have disappeared. 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:27-31a


27Together you are the body of Christ. Each one of you is part of his body. 28First, God chose some people to be apostles and prophets and teachers for the church. But he also chose some to work miracles or heal the sick or help others or be leaders or speak different kinds of languages. 29Not everyone is an apostle. Not everyone is a prophet. Not everyone is a teacher. Not everyone can work miracles. 30Not everyone can heal the sick. Not everyone can speak different kinds of languages. Not everyone can tell what these languages mean. 31I want you to desire the best gifts. 

GOSPEL: John 1:43-51


43-44The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. There he met Philip, who was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. Jesus said to Philip, "Come with me." 

50Jesus answered, "Did you believe me just because I said that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see something even greater. 51I tell you for certain that you will see heaven open and God's angels going up and coming down on the Son of Man." 
49Nathanael said, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God and the King of Israel!" 

Jesus answered, "Before Philip called you, I saw you under the fig tree." 

48"How do you know me?" Nathanael asked.
47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said, "Here is a true descendant of our ancestor Israel. And he isn't deceitful." 

Philip answered, "Come and see." 

46Nathanael asked, "Can anything good come from Nazareth?"
45Philip then found Nathanael and said, "We have found the one that Moses and the Prophets wrote about. He is Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth." 


