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January 1

The Name of Jesus

FIRST READING: Numbers 6:22-27

22The LORD told Moses,   23"When Aaron and his sons bless the people of Israel, they must say: 
[image: image1.wmf]24I pray that the LORD will bless and protect you, 
[image: image2.wmf]25[image: image3.wmf]and that he will show you mercy and kindness. 
[image: image4.wmf]26May the LORD be good to you and give you peace." 
[image: image5.wmf]27Then the LORD said, "If Aaron and his sons ask me to bless the Israelites, I will give them my blessing." 
PSALMODY: Psalm 8
1Our LORD and Ruler, 
[image: image6.wmf]your name is wonderful everywhere on earth! 
[image: image7.wmf]You let your glory be seen in the heavens above.  
[image: image8.wmf]2With praises from children and from tiny infants, 
[image: image9.wmf]you have built a fortress. 
[image: image10.wmf]It makes your enemies silent, 
[image: image11.wmf]and all who turn against you are left speechless.
 
3I often think of the heavens your hands have made, 

and of the moon and stars you put in place.   

4Then I ask, "Why do you care about us humans? 

Why are you concerned for us weaklings?"   

5You made us a little lower than you yourself, 

and you have crowned us with glory and honor.

6You let us rule everything your hands have made. 

And you put all of it under our power
  

7 
the sheep and the cattle, and every wild animal,   

8       the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, 

and all ocean creatures.

9Our LORD and Ruler, 

your name is wonderful everywhere on earth!  

SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7 [Alternate reading follows]

4But when the time was right, God sent his Son, and a woman gave birth to him. His Son obeyed the Law,   5so he could set us free from the Law, and we could become God's children.   6Now that we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts. And his Spirit tells us that God is our Father.   7You are no longer slaves. You are God's children, and you will be given what he has promised.

ALTERNATE SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11

4But when the time was right, God sent his Son, and a woman gave birth to him. His Son obeyed the Law,   5so he could set us free from the Law, and we could become God's children.   6Now that we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts. And his Spirit tells us that God is our Father.   7You are no longer slaves. You are God's children, and you will be given what he has promised. 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:15-21

15After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about."  16They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay.  

17When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what the angel had said about him.   18Everyone listened and was surprised.   19But Mary kept thinking about all this and wondering what it meant.  

20As the shepherds returned to their sheep, they were praising God and saying wonderful things about him. Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel had said.  

21Eight days later Jesus' parents did for him what the Law of Moses commands. And they named him Jesus, just as the angel had told Mary when he promised she would have a baby. 

