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January 18
The Confession of St. Peter

FIRST READING: Acts 4:8-13


8Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and told the nation's leaders and the elders: 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"9You are questioning us today about a kind deed in which a crippled man was healed. 10But there is something we must tell you and everyone else in Israel. This man is standing here completely well because of the power of Jesus Christ from Nazareth. You put Jesus to death on a cross, but God raised him to life. 11He is the stone that you builders thought was worthless, and now he is the most important stone of all. 12Only Jesus has the power to save! His name is the only one in all the world that can save anyone.


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"13The officials were amazed to see how brave Peter and John were, and they knew that these two apostles were only ordinary men and not well educated. The officials were certain that these men had been with Jesus. 


PSALMODY: Psalm 18:1-6, 16-19
1I love you, LORD God, and you make me strong. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"2You are my mighty rock, my fortress, my protector, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"
the rock where I am safe, my shield,

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"my powerful weapon, and my place of shelter. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"3I praise you, LORD! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"I prayed, and you rescued me from my enemies. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"4Death had wrapped its ropes around me, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and I was almost swallowed by its flooding waters.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"5Ropes from the world of the dead had coiled around me, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and death had set a trap in my path. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"6I was in terrible trouble when I called out to you, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"but from your temple you heard me 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and answered my prayer.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"16You reached down from heaven, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and you lifted me from deep in the ocean. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"17You rescued me from enemies, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"who were hateful and too powerful for me. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"18On the day disaster struck, they came and attacked, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"but you defended me. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"19When I was fenced in, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"you freed and rescued me because you love me.


SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-5


Friends, I want to remind you that all of our ancestors walked under the cloud and went through the sea. 2This was like being baptized and becoming followers of Moses. 3All of them also ate the same spiritual food 4and drank the same spiritual drink, which flowed from the spiritual rock that followed them. That rock was Christ. 5But most of them did not please God. So they died, and their bodies were scattered all over the desert. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-19


13When Jesus and his disciples were near the town of Caesarea Philippi, he asked them, "What do people say about the Son of Man?" 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"14The disciples answered, "Some people say you are John the Baptist or maybe Elijahd or Jeremiah or some other prophet." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"15Then Jesus asked them, "But who do you say I am?" 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"16Simon Peter spoke up, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"17Jesus told him: 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"Simon, son of Jonah, you are blessed! You didn't discover this on your own. It was shown to you by my Father in heaven. 18So I will call you Peter, which means "a rock." On this rock I will build my church, and death itself will not have any power over it. 19I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven, and God in heaven will allow whatever you allow on earth. But he will not allow anything that you don't allow.

