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January 25
The Conversion of St. Paul

FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-22


Saul kept on threatening to kill the LORD'S followers. He even went to the high priest 2and asked for letters to the Jewish leaders in Damascus. He did this because he wanted to arrest and take to Jerusalem any man or woman who had accepted the LORD'S Way. 3When Saul had almost reached Damascus, a bright light from heaven suddenly flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice that said, "Saul! Saul! Why are you so cruel to me?" 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"5"Who are you?" Saul asked.
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif""I am Jesus," the Lord answered. "I am the one you are so cruel to. 6Now get up and go into the city, where you will be told what to do." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"7The men with Saul stood there speechless. They had heard the voice, but they had not seen anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, and when he opened his eyes, he could not see a thing. Someone then led him by the hand to Damascus, 9and for three days he was blind and did not eat or drink. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"10A follower named Ananias lived in Damascus, and the Lord spoke to him in a vision. Ananias answered, "Lord, here I am." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"11The Lord said to him, "Get up and go to the house of Judas on Straight Street. When you get there, you will find a man named Saul from the city of Tarsus. Saul is praying, 12and he has seen a vision. He saw a man named Ananias coming to him and putting his hands on him, so that he could see again." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"13Ananias replied, "Lord, a lot of people have told me about the terrible things this man has done to your followers in Jerusalem. 14Now the chief priests have given him the power to come here and arrest anyone who worships in your name." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"15The Lord said to Ananias, "Go! I have chosen him to tell foreigners, kings, and the people of Israel about me. 16I will show him how much he must suffer for worshiping in my name." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"17Ananias left and went into the house where Saul was staying. Ananias placed his hands on him and said, "Saul, the Lord Jesus has sent me. He is the same one who appeared to you along the road. He wants you to be able to see and to be filled with the Holy Spirit." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"18Suddenly something like fish scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see. He got up and was baptized. 19Then he ate and felt much better. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"For several days Saul stayed with the LORD'S followers in Damascus. 20Soon he went to the Jewish meeting places and started telling people that Jesus is the Son of God. 21Everyone who heard Saul was amazed and said, "Isn't this the man who caused so much trouble for those people in Jerusalem who worship in the name of Jesus? Didn't he come here to arrest them and take them to the chief priests?" 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"22Saul preached with such power that he completely confused the Jewish people in Damascus, as he tried to show them that Jesus is the Messiah. 


PSALMODY: Psalm 67

1Our God, be kind and bless us! Be pleased and smile. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"2Then everyone on earth will learn to follow you, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and all nations will see your power to save us.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"3Make everyone praise you and shout your praises. 
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INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"6Our God has blessed the earth with a wonderful harvest! 
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SECOND READING: Galatians 1:11-24


11My friends, I want you to know that no one made up the message I preach. 12It wasn't given or taught to me by some mere human. My message came directly from Jesus Christ when he appeared to me. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"13You know how I used to live as a Jew. I was cruel to God's church and even tried to destroy it. 14I was a much better Jew than anyone else my own age, and I obeyed every law that our ancestors had given us. 15But even before I was born, God had chosen me. He was kind and had decided 16to show me his Son, so that I would announce his message to the Gentiles. I didn't talk this over with anyone. 17I didn't say a word, not even to the men in Jerusalem who were apostles before I was. Instead, I went at once to Arabia, and afterwards I returned to Damascus. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"18Three years later I went to visit Peter in Jerusalem and stayed with him for fifteen days. 19The only other apostle I saw was James, the LORD'S brother. 20And in the presence of God I swear I am telling the truth. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"21Later, I went to the regions of Syria and Cilicia. 22But no one who belonged to Christ's churches in Judea had ever seen me in person. 23They had only heard that the one who had been cruel to them was now preaching the message that he had once tried to destroy. 24And because of me, they praised God. 

GOSPEL: Luke 21:10-19


10Nations will go to war against one another, and kingdoms will attack each other. 11There will be great earthquakes, and in many places people will starve to death and suffer terrible diseases. All sorts of frightening things will be seen in the sky. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"12Before all this happens, you will be arrested and punished. You will be tried in your meeting places and put in jail. Because of me you will be placed on trial before kings and governors. 13But this will be your chance to tell about your faith. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"14Don't worry about what you will say to defend yourselves. 15I will give you the wisdom to know what to say. None of your enemies will be able to oppose you or to say that you are wrong. 16You will be betrayed by your own parents, brothers, family, and friends. Some of you will even be killed. 17Because of me, you will be hated by everyone. 18But don't worry! 19You will be saved by being faithful to me.

