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December 31
New Year’s Eve
FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Everything on earth has its own time and its own season. 
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 2There is a time for birth and death, planting and reaping, 
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 for killing and healing, destroying and building, 
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 for crying and laughing, weeping and dancing, 
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 for throwing stones and gathering stones, 
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embracing and parting. 
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 6There is a time for finding and losing, keeping and giving, 
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 for tearing and sewing, listening and speaking. 
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 8There is also a time for love and hate, for war and peace. 
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9What do we gain by all of our hard work? 10I have seen what difficult things God demands of us. 11God makes everything happen at the right time. Yet none of us can ever fully understand all he has done, and he puts questions in our minds about the past and the future. 12I know the best thing we can do is to always enjoy life, 13because God's gift to us is the happiness we get from our food and drink and from the work we do. 
PSALMODY: Psalm 8
1Our LORD and Ruler, 
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your name is wonderful everywhere on earth! 
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You let your glory be seen in the heavens above. 
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2With praises from children and from tiny infants, 
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you have built a fortress. 
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It makes your enemies silent, 
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and all who turn against you are left speechless.
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3I often think of the heavens your hands have made, 
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and of the moon and stars you put in place. 
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4Then I ask, "Why do you care about us humans? 
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Why are you concerned for us weaklings?" 
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5You made us a little lower than you yourself, 
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and you have crowned us with glory and honor.
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6You let us rule everything your hands have made. 
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And you put all of it under our power[image: image28.png]
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the sheep and the cattle, and every wild animal, 
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the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, 
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 and all ocean creatures.
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9Our LORD and Ruler, 
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 your name is wonderful everywhere on earth! 

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6a
I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth had disappeared, and so had the sea. 2Then I saw New Jerusalem, that holy city, coming down from God in heaven. It was like a bride dressed in her wedding gown and ready to meet her husband. 
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3I heard a loud voice shout from the throne: 
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God's home is now with his people. He will live with them, and they will be his own. Yes, God will make his home among his people. 4He will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain. These things of the past are gone forever.
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5Then the one sitting on the throne said: 
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I am making everything new. Write down what I have said. My words are true and can be trusted. 6Everything is finished! I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
31When the Son of Man comes in his glory with all of his angels, he will sit on his royal throne. 32The people of all nations will be brought before him, and he will separate them, as shepherds separate their sheep from their goats.
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33He will place the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34Then the king will say to those on his right, "My father has blessed you! Come and receive the kingdom that was prepared for you before the world was created. 35When I was hungry, you gave me something to eat, and when I was thirsty, you gave me something to drink. When I was a stranger, you welcomed me, 36and when I was naked, you gave me clothes to wear. When I was sick, you took care of me, and when I was in jail, you visited me."
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37Then the ones who pleased the Lord will ask, "When did we give you something to eat or drink? 38When did we welcome you as a stranger or give you clothes to wear 39or visit you while you were sick or in jail?"
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40The king will answer, "Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did it for me."
 [image: image43.png]


41Then the king will say to those on his left, "Get away from me! You are under God's curse. Go into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels! 42I was hungry, but you did not give me anything to eat, and I was thirsty, but you did not give me anything to drink. 43I was a stranger, but you did not welcome me, and I was naked, but you did not give me any clothes to wear. I was sick and in jail, but you did not take care of me."
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44Then the people will ask, "Lord, when did we fail to help you when you were hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in jail?"
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45The king will say to them, "Whenever you failed to help any of my people, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you failed to do it for me."
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46Then Jesus said, "Those people will be punished forever. But the ones who pleased God will have eternal life." 
