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December 27
John, Apostle and Evangelist

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
[image: image1.wmf]2[image: image2.wmf]The earth was barren, with no form of life; 
[image: image3.wmf]it was under a roaring ocean covered with darkness. 
[image: image4.wmf]  But the Spirit of God was moving over the water.  
[image: image5.wmf]3God said, "I command light to shine!" And light started shining.  4God looked at the light and saw that it was good. He separated light from darkness   5and named the light "Day" and the darkness "Night." Evening came and then morning[image: image6.png]


that was the first day.  

26God said, "Now we will make humans, and they will be like us. We will let them rule the fish, the birds, and all other living creatures."  
[image: image7.wmf]27So God created humans to be like himself; he made men and women.   28God gave them his blessing and said: 

[image: image8.wmf]Have a lot of children! Fill the earth with people and bring it under your control. Rule over the fish in the ocean, the birds in the sky, and every animal on the earth.
[image: image9.wmf]29I have provided all kinds of fruit and grain for you to eat.   30And I have given the green plants as food for everything else that breathes. These will be food for animals, both wild and tame, and for birds.

  [image: image10.wmf]31God looked at what he had done. All of it was very good! Evening came and then morning[image: image11.png]


that was the sixth day. 

PSALMODY: Psalm 116;12-19

12What must I give you, LORD, for being so good to me?   
[image: image12.wmf]13I will pour out an offering of wine to you, 
[image: image13.wmf]and I will pray in your name because you have saved me.   
[image: image14.wmf]14I will keep my promise to you when your people meet.   
[image: image15.wmf]15You are deeply concerned 
[image: image16.wmf]when one of your loyal people faces death.
[image: image17.wmf]16I worship you, LORD, just as my mother did, 
[image: image18.wmf]and you have rescued me from the chains of death.   
[image: image19.wmf]17I will offer you a sacrifice to show how grateful I am, 
[image: image20.wmf]and I will pray.   
[image: image21.wmf]18I will keep my promise to you when your people   19gather
[image: image22.wmf]at your temple in Jerusalem. 
[image: image23.wmf]Shout praises to the LORD! 

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1 – 2:2

The Word that gives life was from the beginning, 
[image: image24.wmf]and this is the one our message is about.
[image: image25.wmf]Our ears have heard, our own eyes have seen, 
[image: image26.wmf]and our hands touched this Word.
[image: image27.wmf]2The one who gives life appeared! We saw it happen, and we are witnesses to what we have seen. Now we are telling you about this eternal life that was with the Father and appeared to us.   3We are telling you what we have seen and heard, so that you may share in this life with us. And we share in it with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.   4We are writing to tell you these things, because this makes us truly happy.  
[image: image28.wmf]5Jesus told us that God is light and doesn't have any darkness in him. Now we are telling you.  
[image: image29.wmf]6If we say that we share in life with God and keep on living in the dark, we are lying and are not living by the truth.   7But if we live in the light, as God does, we share in life with each other. And the blood of his Son Jesus washes all our sins away.   8If we say that we have not sinned, we are fooling ourselves, and the truth isn't in our hearts.   9But if we confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away.  
[image: image30.wmf]10If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, and his message isn't in our hearts. 

My children, I am writing this so that you won't sin. But if you do sin, Jesus Christ always does the right thing, and he will speak to the Father for us.   2Christ is the sacrifice that takes away our sins and the sins of all the world's people.

GOSPEL: John 21:20-25

20Peter turned and saw Jesus' favorite disciple following them. He was the same one who had sat next to Jesus at the meal and had asked, "Lord, who is going to betray you?"  21When Peter saw that disciple, he asked Jesus, "Lord, what about him?"  

22Jesus answered, "What is it to you, if I want him to live until I return? You must follow me."   23So the rumor spread among the other disciples that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say he would not die. He simply said, "What is it to you, if I want him to live until I return?"  

24This disciple is the one who told all of this. He wrote it, and we know he is telling the truth.  

25Jesus did many other things. If they were all written in books, I don't suppose there would be room enough in the whole world for all the books.

