Readings for Revised Common Lectionary, Cycle A,B,C

From Contemporary English Version © 1995, American Bible Society. Used with permission.

Prepared by Lutheran Bible Ministries (www.bibleministries.org)

December 26
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

FIRST READING: 2 Chronicles 24:17-22

17After the death of Jehoiada the priest, the leaders of Judah went to Joash and talked him into doing what they wanted.   18Right away, the people of Judah stopped worshiping in the temple of the LORD God, and they started worshiping idols and the symbols of the goddess Asherah. These sinful things made the LORD God angry at the people of Judah and Jerusalem,   19but he still sent prophets who warned them to turn back to him. The people refused to listen.  
[image: image1.wmf]20God's Spirit spoke to Zechariah son of Jehoiada the priest, and Zechariah told everyone that God was saying: "Why are you disobeying me and my laws? This will only bring punishment! You have deserted me, so now I will desert you."  
[image: image2.wmf]21-22King Joash forgot that Zechariah's father had always been a loyal friend. So when the people of Judah plotted to kill Zechariah, Joash joined them and gave orders for them to stone him to death in the courtyard of the temple. As Zechariah was dying, he said, "I pray that the LORD will see this and punish all of you." 

PSALMODY: Psalm 17:1-9, 15

1I am innocent, LORD! 
[image: image3.wmf]Won't you listen as I pray and beg for help? 
[image: image4.wmf]I am honest! Please hear my prayer.   
[image: image5.wmf]2Only you can say that I am innocent, 
[image: image6.wmf]because only your eyes can see the truth.
[image: image7.wmf]3You know my heart, 
[image: image8.wmf]and even during the night you have tested me 
[image: image9.wmf]and found me innocent. 
[image: image10.wmf]I have made up my mind never to tell a lie.   
[image: image11.wmf]4[image: image12.wmf]I don't do like others. 
[image: image13.wmf]I obey your teachings and am not cruel.   
[image: image14.wmf]5[image: image15.wmf]I have followed you, without ever stumbling.
[image: image16.wmf]6I pray to you, God, because you will help me. 
[image: image17.wmf]Listen and answer my prayer!   
[image: image18.wmf]7Show your wonderful love. 
[image: image19.wmf]Your mighty arm protects those who run to you
[image: image20.wmf]for safety from their enemies.   
[image: image21.wmf]8Protect me as you would your very own eyes; 
[image: image22.wmf]hide me in the shadow of your wings.
[image: image23.wmf]9Don't let my brutal enemies 
[image: image24.wmf]attack from all sides and kill me.   
[image: image25.wmf]

INCLUDEPICTURE "../../../../../Program%20Files/American%20Bible%20Society/Searchable%20Contemporary%20English%20Version/HTML/clear10.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image26.wmf]15I am innocent, LORD, and I will see your face! 

When I awake, all I want is to see you as you are. 

SECOND READING: Acts 6:8 –– 72a, 51-60

8God gave Stephen the power to work great miracles and wonders among the people.  9But some Jews from Cyrene and Alexandria were members of a group who called themselves "Free Men." They started arguing with Stephen. Some others from Cilicia and Asia also argued with him.  10But they were no match for Stephen, who spoke with the great wisdom that the Spirit gave him.   11So they talked some men into saying, "We heard Stephen say terrible things against Moses and God!"  

12They turned the people and their leaders and the teachers of the Law of Moses against Stephen. Then they all grabbed Stephen and dragged him in front of the council.  

13Some men agreed to tell lies about Stephen, and they said, "This man keeps on saying terrible things about this holy temple and the Law of Moses.   14We have heard him claim that Jesus from Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs that Moses gave us."   15Then all the council members stared at Stephen. They saw that his face looked like the face of an angel. 


The high priest asked Stephen, "Are they telling the truth about you?"  

2Stephen answered: 


Friends, listen to me. 

  
51You stubborn and hardheaded people! You are always fighting against the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors did.  52Is there one prophet that your ancestors didn't mistreat? They killed the prophets who told about the coming of the One Who Obeys God. And now you have turned against him and killed him.  53Angels gave you God's Law, but you still don't obey it.

[image: image27.wmf]54When the council members heard Stephen's speech, they were angry and furious.  55But Stephen was filled with the Holy Spirit. He looked toward heaven, where he saw our glorious God and Jesus standing at his right side. 56Then Stephen said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right side of God!"  
[image: image28.wmf]57The council members shouted and covered their ears. At once they all attacked Stephen   58and dragged him out of the city. Then they started throwing stones at him. The men who had brought charges against him put their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
[image: image29.wmf]59As Stephen was being stoned to death, he called out, "Lord Jesus, please welcome me!"  60He knelt down and shouted, "Lord, don't blame them for what they have done." Then he died.

GOSPEL: Matthew 23:34-39

Jesus said:


34I will send prophets and wise people and experts in the Law of Moses to you. But you will kill them or nail them to a cross or beat them in your meeting places or chase them from town to town.   35That's why you will be held guilty for the murder of every good person, beginning with the good man Abel. This also includes Barachiah's son Zechariah, the man you murdered between the temple and the altar.  36I can promise that you people living today will be punished for all these things! 

[image: image30.wmf]37Jerusalem, Jerusalem! Your people have killed the prophets and have stoned the messengers who were sent to you. I have often wanted to gather your people, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings. But you wouldn't let me.   38And now your temple will be deserted.   39You won't see me again until you say,
[image: image31.wmf]"Blessed is the one who comes
[image: image32.wmf]in the name of the Lord." 

