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December 28
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:15-17

15In Ramah a voice is heard, crying and weeping loudly. 
[image: image1.wmf]Rachel mourns for her children 
[image: image2.wmf]and refuses to be comforted, because they are dead. 
[image: image3.wmf]*16But I, the LORD, say to dry your tears. 
[image: image4.wmf]Someday your children will come home 
[image: image5.wmf]from the enemy's land. 
[image: image6.wmf]Then all you have done for them will be greatly rewarded. 
[image: image7.wmf]17So don't lose hope. 
[image: image8.wmf]I, the LORD, have spoken.

PSALMODY: Psalm 124

1The LORD was on our side! Let everyone in Israel say:   
[image: image9.wmf]2[image: image10.wmf]"The LORD was on our side! 
[image: image11.wmf]Otherwise, the enemy attack 3would have killed us all, 
[image: image12.wmf]because it was furious.   
[image: image13.wmf]4We would have been swept away 
[image: image14.wmf]in a violent flood  5of high and roaring waves."
[image: image15.wmf]6Let's praise the LORD! 
[image: image16.wmf]He protected us from enemies who were like wild animals,   
[image: image17.wmf]7[image: image18.wmf]and we escaped like birds from a hunter's torn net.
[image: image19.wmf]8The LORD made heaven and earth, 
[image: image20.wmf]and he is the one who sends us help. 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-19

[image: image21.wmf]12Dear friends, don't be surprised or shocked that you are going through testing that is like walking through fire.   13Be glad for the chance to suffer as Christ suffered. It will prepare you for even greater happiness when he makes his glorious return.  
[image: image22.wmf]14Count it a blessing when you suffer for being a Christian. This shows that God's glorious Spirit is with you.   15But you deserve to suffer if you are a murderer, a thief, a crook, or a busybody.   16Don't be ashamed to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God that you belong to him.   17God has already begun judging his own people. And if his judgment begins with us, imagine how terrible it will be for those who refuse to obey his message. The Scriptures say, 
[image: image23.wmf]18"If good people barely escape, 

what will happen to sinners 

and to others who don't respect God?"

19If you suffer for obeying God, you must have complete faith in your faithful Creator and keep on doing right. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-18

13After the wise men had gone, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Hurry and take the child and his mother to Egypt! Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is looking for the child and wants to kill him."  

14That night, Joseph got up and took his wife and the child to Egypt,  15where they stayed until Herod died. So the LORD'S promise came true, just as the prophet had said, "I called my son out of Egypt."  

16When Herod found out that the wise men from the east had tricked him, he was very angry. He gave orders for his men to kill all the boys who lived in or near Bethlehem and were two years old and younger. This was based on what he had learned from the wise men.  

17So the LORD'S promise came true, just as the prophet Jeremiah had said,  

18"In Ramah a voice was heard 

crying and weeping loudly. 

Rachel was mourning for her children, 

and she refused to be comforted, 

because they were dead." 

