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FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:10–62:3

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"10I celebrate and shout because of my LORD God. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"His saving power and justice 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"are the very clothes I wear. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"They are more beautiful than the jewelry worn 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"by a bride or a groom. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"11The LORD will bring about justice and praise 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"in every nation on earth, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"like flowers blooming in a garden. 
Jerusalem, I will speak up for your good. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"I will never be silent till you are safe and secure, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"sparkling like a flame. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"2Your great victory will be seen 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"by every nation and king; 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"the LORD will even give you a new name. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"3You will be a glorious crown, a royal headband, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"for the LORD your God.

PSALMODY: Psalm 148

1Shout praises to the LORD! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Shout the LORD'S praises in the highest heavens. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"2All of you angels, and all who serve him above, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"come and offer praise.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"3Sun and moon, and all of you bright stars, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"come and offer praise. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"4Highest heavens,
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"and the water above the highest heavens, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"come and offer praise.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"5Let all things praise the name of the LORD, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"because they were created at his command. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"6He made them to last forever, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and nothing can change what he has done. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"7All creatures on earth, you obey his commands, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"so come praise the LORD!

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"8Sea monsters and the deep sea, fire and hail,
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"snow and frost, and every stormy wind, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"come praise the LORD!

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"9All mountains and hills, fruit trees and cedars, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"10every wild and tame animal, all reptiles and birds, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"come praise the LORD!

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"11Every king and every ruler, all nations on earth, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"12every man and every woman, young people and old, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"come praise the LORD!

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"13All creation, come praise the name of the LORD. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Praise his name alone. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"The glory of God is greater than heaven and earth.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"14Like a bull with mighty horns, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"the LORD protects his faithful nation Israel, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"because they belong to him. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Shout praises to the LORD! 

SECOND READING: Galatians 4:4-7


4But when the time was right, God sent his Son, and a woman gave birth to him. His Son obeyed the Law, 5so he could set us free from the Law, and we could become God's children. 6Now that we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts. And his Spirit tells us that God is our Father. 7You are no longer slaves. You are God's children, and you will be given what he has promised. 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40


22The time came for Mary and Joseph to do what the Law of Moses says a mother is supposed to do after her baby is born. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"They took Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem and presented him to the LORD, 23just as the Law of the Lord says, "Each first-born baby boy belongs to the Lord." 24The Law of the Lord also says that parents have to offer a sacrifice, giving at least a pair of doves or two young pigeons. So that is what Mary and Joseph did. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"25At this time a man named Simeon was living in Jerusalem. Simeon was a good man. He loved God and was waiting for God to save the people of Israel. God's Spirit came to him 26and told him that he would not die until he had seen Christ the Lord. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"27When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the temple to do what the Law of Moses says should be done for a new baby, the Spirit told Simeon to go into the temple. 28Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and praised God, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"29"Lord, I am your servant, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"and now I can die in peace, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"because you have kept your promise to me. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"30With my own eyes I have seen 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"what you have done to save your people, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"31INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"and foreign nations will also see this. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"32Your mighty power is a light for all nations, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and it will bring honor to your people Israel." 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"33Jesus' parents were surprised at what Simeon had said. 34Then he blessed them and told Mary, "This child of yours will cause many people in Israel to fall and others to stand. The child will be like a warning sign. Many people will reject him, 35and you, Mary, will suffer as though you had been stabbed by a dagger. But all this will show what people are really thinking." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"36The prophet Anna was also there in the temple. She was the daughter of Phanuel from the tribe of Asher, and she was very old. In her youth she had been married for seven years, but her husband died. 37And now she was eighty-four years old. Night and day she served God in the temple by praying and often going without eating. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"38At that time Anna came in and praised God. She spoke about the child Jesus to everyone who hoped for Jerusalem to be set free. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"39After Joseph and Mary had done everything that the Law of the Lord commands, they returned home to Nazareth in Galilee. 40The child Jesus grew. He became strong and wise, and God blessed him. 

