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NOTE: THIS FILE CONTAINS THREE READINGS: CHRISTMAS EVE (I), CHRISTMAS DAWN (II), AND CHRISTMAS DAY (III)

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve (I)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7

2Those who walked in the dark have seen a bright light. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"And it shines upon everyone who lives in the land 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"of darkest shadows. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"3Our LORD, you have made your nation stronger. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Because of you, its people are glad and celebrate 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"like workers at harvest time 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"or like soldiers dividing up what they have taken.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"4You have broken the power of those who abused 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and enslaved your people. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"You have rescued them just as you saved your people 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"from Midian. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"5The boots of marching warriors 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"and the blood-stained uniforms have been fed to flames 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and eaten by fire. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"6A child has been born for us. We have been given a son 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"who will be our ruler. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"His names will be Wonderful Advisor and Mighty God, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Eternal Father and Prince of Peace. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"7His power will never end; peace will last forever. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"He will rule David's kingdom and make it grow strong. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"He will always rule with honesty and justice. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"The LORD All-Powerful will make certain 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"that all of this is done. 

PSALMODY: Psalm 96

1Sing a new song to the LORD! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Everyone on this earth, sing praises to the LORD, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear12.gif"2INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear16.gif"sing and praise his name.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Day after day announce, "The LORD has saved us!" 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"3Tell every nation on earth, "The LORD is wonderful 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and does marvelous things! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"4The LORD is great and deserves our greatest praise! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"He is the only God worthy of our worship. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"5Other nations worship idols, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"but the LORD created the heavens. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"6Give honor and praise to the LORD, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"whose power and beauty fill his holy temple."

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"7Tell everyone of every nation, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif""Praise the glorious power of the LORD. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"8He is wonderful! Praise him 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and bring an offering into his temple. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"9Everyone on earth, now tremble 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and worship the LORD, majestic and holy."

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"10Announce to the nations, "The LORD is King! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"The world stands firm, never to be shaken, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and he will judge its people with fairness."

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"11Tell the heavens and the earth to be glad and celebrate! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Command the ocean to roar with all of its creatures 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear12.gif"12INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear16.gif"and the fields to rejoice with all of their crops. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Then every tree in the forest 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"will sing joyful songs 13to the LORD. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"He is coming to judge all people on earth 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"with fairness and truth. 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14


11God has shown us how kind he is by coming to save all people. 12He taught us to give up our wicked ways and our worldly desires and to live decent and honest lives in this world. 13We are filled with hope, as we wait for the glorious return of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.Error! Bookmark not defined. 14He gave himself to rescue us from everything that is evil and to make our hearts pure. He wanted us to be his own people and to be eager to do right. 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20]

About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed in record books. 2These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"3Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. 4So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King David's hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from David's family. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"5Mary was engaged to Joseph and traveled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going to have a baby, 6and while they were there, 7she gave birth to her first-born son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"8That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their sheep. 9All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the brightness of the LORD'S glory flashed around them. The shepherds were frightened. 10But the angel said, "Don't be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy. 11This very day in King David's hometown a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 12You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"13Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God. They said: 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"14"Praise God in heaven! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God."


[INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"15After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about." 16They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"17When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what the angel had said about him. 18Everyone listened and was surprised. 19But Mary kept thinking about all this and wondering what it meant. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"20As the shepherds returned to their sheep, they were praising God and saying wonderful things about him. Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel had said.] 

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Dawn (II)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:6-12

6Jerusalem, on your walls I have stationed guards, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"whose duty it is to speak out day and night, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"without resting. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"They must remind the LORD 7and not let him rest 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"till he makes Jerusalem strong 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and famous everywhere.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"8The LORD has given his word and made this promise: 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif""Never again will I give to your enemies 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"the grain and grapes for which you struggled. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"9As surely as you harvest your grain and grapes, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"you will eat your bread with thankful hearts, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and you will drink your wine in my temple."

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"10People of Jerusalem, open your gates! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Repair the road to the city and clear it of stones; 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"raise a banner to help the nations find their way. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"11Here is what the LORD has said 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"for all the earth to hear: 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif""Soon I will come to save the city of Zion, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and to reward you. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"12Then you will be called, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"'The LORD'S Own People, The Ones He Rescued!' 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Your city will be known as a good place to live 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and a city full of people." 

PSALMODY: Psalm 97

1The LORD is King! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Tell the earth to celebrate and all islands to shout. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"2Dark clouds surround him, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and his throne is supported by justice and fairness. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"3Fire leaps from his throne, destroying his enemies, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"4and his lightning is so bright 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"that the earth sees it and trembles. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"5Mountains melt away like wax 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"in the presence of the LORD of all the earth.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"6The heavens announce, "The LORD brings justice!" 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Everyone sees God's glory. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"7Those who brag about the useless idols they worship 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"are terribly ashamed, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and all the false gods bow down to the LORD.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"8When the people of Zion and of the towns of Judah 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"hear that God brings justice, they will celebrate. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"9The LORD rules the whole earth, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and he is more glorious than all the false gods.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"10Love the LORD and hate evil! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"God protects his loyal people 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and rescues them from violence. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"11If you obey and do right, a light will show you the way 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and fill you with happiness. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"12You are the LORD'S people! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"So celebrate and praise the only God. 

SECOND READING: Titus 3:4-7

4God our Savior showed us how good and kind he is. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"5He saved us because of his mercy, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and not because of any good things that we have done.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"God washed us by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"He gave us new birth and a fresh beginning. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"6INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"God sent Jesus Christ our Savior to give us his Spirit.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"7Jesus treated us much better than we deserve. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"He made us acceptable to God 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and gave us the hope of eternal life.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20

[About that time Emperor Augustus gave orders for the names of all the people to be listed in record books. 2These first records were made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"3Everyone had to go to their own hometown to be listed. 4So Joseph had to leave Nazareth in Galilee and go to Bethlehem in Judea. Long ago Bethlehem had been King David's hometown, and Joseph went there because he was from David's family. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"5Mary was engaged to Joseph and traveled with him to Bethlehem. She was soon going to have a baby, 6and while they were there, 7she gave birth to her first-born son. She dressed him in baby clothes and laid him on a bed of hay, because there was no room for them in the inn.] 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"8That night in the fields near Bethlehem some shepherds were guarding their sheep. 9All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the brightness of the LORD'S glory flashed around them. The shepherds were frightened. 10But the angel said, "Don't be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make everyone happy. 11This very day in King David's hometown a Savior was born for you. He is Christ the Lord. 12You will know who he is, because you will find him dressed in baby clothes and lying on a bed of hay." 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"13Suddenly many other angels came down from heaven and joined in praising God. They said: 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"14"Praise God in heaven! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Peace on earth to everyone who pleases God."


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"15After the angels had left and gone back to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see what the Lord has told us about." 16They hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and they saw the baby lying on a bed of hay. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"17When the shepherds saw Jesus, they told his parents what the angel had said about him. 18Everyone listened and was surprised. 19But Mary kept thinking about all this and wondering what it meant. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"20As the shepherds returned to their sheep, they were praising God and saying wonderful things about him. Everything they had seen and heard was just as the angel had said. 

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day (III)

FIRST READING: Isaiah 52:7-10

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"7What a beautiful sight! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"On the mountains a messenger announces to Jerusalem, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif""Good news! You're saved. There will be peace. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Your God is now King." 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"8Everyone on guard duty, sing and celebrate! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Look! You can see the LORD returning to Zion. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"9Jerusalem, rise from the ruins! Join in the singing. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"The LORD has given comfort to his people; 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"he comes to your rescue. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"10The LORD has shown all nations his mighty strength; 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"now everyone will see the saving power of our God. 

PSALMODY: Psalm 98

1Sing a new song to the LORD! He has worked miracles, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"and with his own powerful arm, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"he has won the victory. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"2The LORD has shown the nations 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"that he has the power to save and to bring justice. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"3God has been faithful in his love for Israel, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and his saving power is seen everywhere on earth.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"4Tell everyone on this earth 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"to sing happy songs in praise of the LORD. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"5Make music for him on harps. Play beautiful melodies! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"6Sound the trumpets and horns 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"and celebrate with joyful songs 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"for our LORD and King!

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"7Command the ocean to roar with all of its creatures, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and the earth to shout with all of its people. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"8Order the rivers to clap their hands, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and all of the hills to sing together. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear10.gif"9Let them worship the LORD! 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"He is coming to judge everyone on the earth, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and he will be honest and fair. 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12]


Long ago in many ways and at many times God's prophets spoke his message to our ancestors. 2But now at last, God sent his Son to bring his message to us. God created the universe by his Son, and everything will someday belong to the Son. 3God's Son has all the brightness of God's own glory and is like him in every way. By his own mighty word, he holds the universe together.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"After the Son had washed away our sins, he sat down at the right side of the glorious God in heaven. 4He had become much greater than the angels, and the name he was given is far greater than any of theirs. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"5God has never said to any of the angels, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif""You are my Son, because today 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"I have become your Father!" 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Neither has God said to any of them, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif""I will be his Father, and he will be my Son!" 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"6When God brings his first-born Son into the world, he commands all of his angels to worship him. 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"7And when God speaks about the angels, he says, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif""I change my angels into wind 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and my servants into flaming fire." 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"8But God says about his Son,

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif""You are God, and you will rule as King forever! 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Your royal power brings about justice.
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"9You loved justice and hated evil, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and so I, your God, have chosen you. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"I appointed you and made you happier 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"than any of your friends." 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear01.gif"10The Scriptures also say, "In the beginning, Lord, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"you were the one who laid the foundation of the earth 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and created the heavens. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"11They will all disappear and wear out like clothes, 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"but you will last forever. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "clear02.gif"12You will roll them up like a robe 


INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and change them like a garment. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"But you are always the same, and you will live forever." 

GOSPEL: John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the one who is called the Word. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"The Word was with God and was truly God. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"2INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"From the very beginning the Word was with God.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"3And with this Word, God created all things. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"Nothing was made without the Word. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"Everything that was created 4received its life from him, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and his life gave light to everyone. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"5The light keeps shining in the dark, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and darkness has never put it out. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"6God sent a man named John, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"7who came to tell about the light 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"and to lead all people to have faith. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"8John wasn't that light. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"He came only to tell about the light.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"9The true light that shines on everyone 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"was coming into the world. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"10The Word was in the world, 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"but no one knew him, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"though God had made the world with his Word. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"11He came into his own world, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"but his own nation did not welcome him. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"12Yet some people accepted him and put their faith in him. 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"So he gave them the right to be the children of God. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"13They were not God's children by nature

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"or because of any human desires. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"God himself was the one who made them his children.

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent1.gif"14The Word became a human being and lived here with us. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"We saw his true glory, 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"the glory of the only Son of the Father. 
INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent2.gif"From him all the kindness and all the truth of God 

INCLUDEPICTURE  \d  \z "indent3.gif"have come down to us.

